
 

AP Literature - 2014 
Summer Reading Assignment 

 
Welcome to AP Literature and Composition!  
Congratulations! You have made a wise and important decision in your high school 
career. By enrolling in an AP English Literature course, you have committed yourself to:  

• learning to read literature more closely than ever before  

• writing more clearly and learning to take risks in your writing  

• thinking more deeply and more critically about the words on a page and the world 
around you and within you  

 
Assignment:  

1. Read How to Read Literature like a Professor by Thomas Foster (copies 
available for check-out), taking notes as you read, and complete responses for 
the chapters indicated below.  

a. See page two for your response assignment for the five assigned 
chapters. Your chapter responses are due on September 16.  

b. We will take a comprehension quiz on the entire text on September 8. 
You will be able to use your notes on this quiz, so be meticulous but 
concise. Your notes may not exceed 2 typed pages (follow MLA: Times 
New Roman, size 12 font, 1 inch margins, etc.). 

2. Read Othello by William Shakespeare (online, purchase, or check out) and 
complete one dialectical journal per act for a total of five.  

a. See page three for more information on dialectical journals. Be sure to 
analyze for theme and rhetorical devices. 

b. We will take a brief reading comprehension test on the play on 
September 16.   

3. Access turnitin.com to submit your chapter responses and dialectical journals by 
September 16.  

 
Turnitin.com  
Class ID: 7837961 
Password: English  
See the document online on how to sign-up for an account if you have not already done so.  

 
Rhetorical Devices Assignment: Students entering AP Literature & Composition are 
expected to be familiar with the preponderance of the literary terminology on the HHS 
Web Site. (HHS website: Academics > English > Summer Assignments 2013). Students 
uncomfortable discussing and writing about these terms may benefit from additional 
study over the summer.  
 
  



 

How to Read Literature like a Professor Reponses 
 
Directions: These short writing assignments will help you practice your literary analysis, and 
they will help me get to know you and your literary tastes.  

• Be sure to write 2-3 paragraphs for each response. Each chapter should be titled, 
starting on a new page. 

• Whenever I ask for an example from literature, use a specific literary work to examine.  

• As you compose each written response, re-phrase the prompt as part of your answer. In 
other words, I should be able to tell which question you are answering without referring 
back to the prompts.  

• Even though this is analytical writing, you may use "I" if you deem it important to do so; 
remember, however, that most uses of "I" are just padding. For example, "I think the wolf 
is the most important character in 'Little Red Riding Hood'" is padded.  

 
Chapter Assignments:  
 

Introduction: How'd He Do That?  
How do memory, symbol, and pattern affect the reading of literature? How does the 
recognition of patterns make it easier to read complicated literature? Discuss a time 
when your appreciation of a literary work was enhanced by understanding symbol or 
pattern.  
 
Chapter 1 -- Every Trip Is a Quest (Except When It's Not)  
List the five aspects of the QUEST and then apply them to something you have read (or 
viewed) in the form used on pages 3-5. (Think King Arthur, Huckleberry Finn, etc.)  
 
Chapter 4 -- If It's Square, It's a Sonnet  
Select three sonnets (at least one from Shakespeare) and show which form they are. 
Discuss how their content reflects the form (Submit copies of the sonnets, marked to 
show your analysis). Where to find sonnets? Try these online resources or skim some 
poetry books at a library.  

Sonnet Central at http://www.sonnets.org  
Modern sonnets (www.poets.org).  

 
Chapter 6 -- When in Doubt, It's from Shakespeare...  
Discuss a work that you are familiar with that alludes to or reflects Shakespeare. Show 
how the author uses this connection thematically. Read pages 44-46 carefully. In these 
pages, Foster shows how Fugard reflects Shakespeare through both plot and theme. In 
your discussion, focus on theme.  
 
Chapter 25 -- Don't Read with Your Eyes  
After reading Chapter 25, choose a scene or episode from a novel, play or epic written 
before the 20th century. Contrast how it could be viewed by a reader from the 21st 
century with how it might be viewed by a contemporary reader. Focus on specific 
assumptions that the author makes, assumptions that would not make it in this century.  



 

Othello Dialectical Journals 
 
Directions: Re-create the format used below on your own paper. Using a two-column 
format like the one modeled below, copy a quoted line or passage in the left column. 
For the quoted line or passage, choose something that strikes you as interesting, 
important, memorable, or even questionable. For the personal response, you might 
think about the following:  

• What is the main idea or underlying value (theme)?  

• What is the author’s purpose/perspective?  

• What is the importance of its structure?  

• How does the author’s style help its meaning?  
 
 

Sample Journal for Night by Elie Wiesel 
Quoted Line/Passage 

(include internal citation) 

Your Response 
(your response should take-up the length of one page) 

Example:  
“The synagogue resembled a large 
railroad station: baggage and tears. The 
altar was shattered, the wall coverings 
shredded, the walls themselves bare. 
There were so many of us, we could 
hardly breathe. The twenty-four hours we 
spent there were horrendous” (Wiesel 
22).  

Example:  
Wiesel is about to be deported from his 
hometown. The imagery he creates 
through the parallel structure of the 
second sentence not only describes the 
physical destruction but also how the 
people must feel. This is the place that 
Wiesel spent so much time at the 
beginning of the book and now the time 
there is “horrendous.”  

 


